Virginia Capes

Minimizing Potential Effects to the Environment

Defending the U.S. and protecting military personnel requires continuous
and realistic training in the air, on land and at sea. The VACAPES Range
Complex provides unique conditions and an ideal setting for the Navy to
conduct this essential training.

Protection of our environmental and natural resources is an integral part of
the Navy training program. The Navy is preparing the VACAPES Range
Complex Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS) to assess the potential effects of training on
environmental, cultural and socioeconomic resources in and around the
Range Complex.

The EIS/OEIS process also provides an opportunity for the Navy to openly
review and assess its current and planned operations in a comprehensive
manner to ensure that the benefits of operational, scientific and
technological advances are applied toward minimizing effects.

Evaluating Resources

The natural resources in and around the VACAPES Range Complex are
enjoyed by many for their livelihoods, recreation purposes and aesthetics.
The waters and coastal areas around the Range Complex are popular for
sport fishing, commercial fishing, diving, shipwreck exploration and other
recreational activities (e.g., boating or kayaking). They also serve as
critical routes for commercial shipping interests.

Navy operations and commercial and recreational ocean activity have
coexisted in the VACAPES Range Complex for decades. The Navy's
public safety and protective measures, such as, advance notification of
scheduled activities, minimize inconveniences to public interests and help
ensure the continued safe and cooperative coexistence.

The Navy understands and recognizes the potential for training activities
to affect the community and local industries and takes proactive steps

to minimize these effects. As part of preparing the EIS/OEIS, the Navy
carefully evaluated potential effects of its current and proposed activities
on:

Marine mammals

Sea turtles

Fish

Birds

Invertebrates
Corals/live hard bottom
Air quality

Water quality
Hazardous Materials
Cultural resources
Socioeconomics
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The Navy assessed the potential impacts of stressors on the Study Area
resources. The following are examples of the stressors evaluated:

B Vessel Movements

B Aircraft Overflights

B Mine Shape Deployment/Recovery
B Towed Mine Warfare Devices

Public involvement is a fundamental part of the VACAPES
Range Complex EIS/OEIS development and the Navy wants and
appreciates your comments. The Navy has established several
venues and informational resource areas for the public to learn
more and provide input.

Comments on the Draft VACAPES Range Complex EIS/OEIS will
be accepted via mail, fax, or the project Web site. All comments
should be submitted no later than August 11, 2008 for consideration
in the Final VACAPES Range Complex EIS/OEIS.

Non-explosive Practice
Munitions

Underwater Detonations and
High Explosive Ordnance
Military Expended Materials
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For more information or to submit comments, please contact:

TH E NAVY Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Atlantic

WAN -I—S Attn: VACAPES EIS/OEIS PM (Code EV22ES)
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Y O UR Norfolk, VA 23508-1278

I N P UT! Fax: 757-322-4894

Web site: http://www.VACAPESRangeComplexElS.com



